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S. V. RY. PLANNING TO
'GIRCUMVENT HARRIMAN

May Buy Steel Rails in Germany for Ship-
ment by Water to Portland.---Same
Trouble in Hood Kiver.

Herriman or no Harriman, freeze- tion, his company will not place
out or thaw-out, boycott or no boy- |apn order abroad for stleel raile for
oott, the Sumpter Valley rallroad’s|some time, aud in the meautime will
extension from Tipton to John Day!nwait developments. which wmeans
may yet be built, acvording to Chbiet |that the 8. V. bas not yet given up
Euogiveer Joseph West, who uays that | ita attempts to prevall upon
the company I+ just pow awsitivg|fiarrimean to re-establish the old
fature developments, at the same ‘‘courtesy rate.'
time getting Hgures from (ramp ‘‘There ure now a uumber of tramp
steamers in German waters, with the steamers in German waters, waltiug
intent of buylng eteel raile abrumd, !for cargoes,’’ said Mr. West, ‘‘and
shippiog them by water to Portland, | we could buy our steel there, meust
thence to the Blue Mountaine over the turiff charges and save money
the O. R, & N., which will be such ' over the schedule now presented. '’

a short buul by rail that Harrimen's. M:. West turther expluined that
bigh rutes will cut but little figure., | the steel could be shipped wround

(t will be remembered that u short ' the Horn or by the Suez caual to
time ago Harriman opotitied the  Portlaud, thence to Baker City over
Sumpter Valley company that here- but a short stretech of Harriman's
after a regular rate on steel rall ! lines
shipments over his lines would be! The Sumpter Valley is baviog the
obarged. Prior to that time =« lortinmo tronble in Hood River, where
of ‘‘courtesy rate'' bad been in!the company is buliding a standard
effect. Regular rates made rall guage rosd to heul logs for the Hood
sbipments impowible and the Jobo |river branch sawmill of the Oregop
Day extension, which was to lllﬂ‘l.ulnbil' company, Hurriman also
beeu rusbhed to ocompletion Ilntldomundod tull rates for bauling ralls
spriog. wus perforce abandoned. The'for this pieve of road. He was oir-
8. V. company caneslled all its!cumvented by the use of uporthern
orders for steel ralls and gloom |roade to Portlaud, thence by water
suttied over easteru Uregon. |-beul to Hood river.

It was the popular belief that Mr. West's plan to olroumvent
Harriman's bit-up of rates on Sump- | Hurrimao lo the John Day extension
ter Valley ralls was the tirst move iu|looke good on paper, but he is reck-
a definite plau to quelch the litule' onlug without bis host, If Harriman
road and later to buy it ju, broadeu | does not desire the construction of
its guage to standerd, extend iute|tbe John Day live, he will find other
the interior aud make the system of | means to prevent it. He holde pleuty
value ae o feeder to the main line of other cards, as well ae & couple of
the O. K. & N. All of which is!cold decks.
exactly what the people of eastern » ’ o . .
Oregon greatly desire, but fear wus Viewed cursorily, there seems not
entertained that Harrimsn would | the shadow of » powibility that the
take bis time In extending further |Jobu Day extension will be built
iuto the iuterior, it being the firmly | hext apring, or the next.
established polloy ot the O. R. & N, ———
to keep down the developweunt of Changes In Mining Laws.
eastern Oregon untll the fertlle| ppg gonvention of the Californis
webfoot transportation fleld 18] \ypeer' awooistion, which closed on
worked to a ripe red limit, the 8th instant, at San Franeclsco,

lo an loterview with & paper|California, wes one of the most im
in Ogden, Mr. Weet's home town, |portant in the bistory of thyt organi-
the chief engineer of the Sumpter|zation, the discussion of the severs!
Valley said tbat becavse there is Do | pbases of the miniug induetry in that
particular buriy aboat the propos 'state and the numerous technical pa-

pers read were interestiug and In.
struotive. Among the many interest-
log toplos whivh came before the con-
vention was that of the proposed re-
vislon of the miniog law,as explained
at length by A, E. Belcher,

In this connection the must im.
portant {8 probably the contemplated
(repeal of the extrulateral right Inw
taud the substitution of a square locs
[tinu Inw with all righty bounded by
(the claim lines drawn  vertieally
downward o its stead. If, however,
it i+ the intention, ns is suggested by
Mr. Beloher, to mnke provision for
[ the elaim owner to tuke nu additiounl
gide location st sowe Iater poeriod
when he bas discovered that his ore
“dips into adjoining ground sod  he
desires to follow it, complications
result at once, and Il were possibly
better to continue with the old extru-
luteral rvight law, as it {8, than to
start n new crop of litigation, which
will certainly be the autecome of in-
discreet tampering with the existing
lnw,

Mexico has appareutly settled this
problem satisafotorily by permittiog
the loention of a4 many claims us the
locator cares to pay taxes on, No
discovery of ‘‘mivneral-benriug rock
in place' I8 required, but he must
pay the uniform price demanded by
the governmeut , This idea might
be adoj ted In the United States with
sume vecessary modifloations. If we
are to huve square locations and no
'extralateral rights, let it be simply
that and vothing more, for any al-
tempt to make exceptions will involve
the laws in & new period of litigation
which would last for years.

There Is no longer need for experi-
ment. The notion snd effoct of the
preseunt lawe cre well known, There
are precedents and decisions for al-
most every oase (o cover existiog
miniog claims, Other countries,
where no extralateral rights obtain,
bave fuini<shed sufficient data upon
which to base a new code,when desir:
able. The ounly thing iu connection,
some thiok, s, perbups, the number
that ove person may take. That this
is material ls not apparent, as the
poor miner will not take more than
he oan pay for or 1epresent, and the
rioch corporstion would buy all It
wanted anybow.

Unde:r existing laws one person may
take s many clalms a8 he cares to,
and the same thing applies to cor
porations. Tbhe fear that the corpora-
tions would absorb sll 1he valuable
sround is without precedeont.-——Mip-

Ing and Sclentifv Press.
e — ]

Don Willard, genersl manager of
the Little Cracker Gold Miulvg &
Miilling company's pryperties near
Bourpe, visited the mine yesterday
io company with Tom C. Gray. A
foroe of fifteen men are employed,
one orew by coontract on s orossout
tunopel, and auother crew in sn adit
level, where fine ore from a wide
payshoot s being extracted for
shipmeut tuv the Bumpter amelter.
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SHIPMENTS

| A. L. MoEwen, general manager
jof the lmperinl mine, s In Sump-
| tor tuday. He feels elated over the
| Dvoember record ot the Imperial,
'which, durlog the month has shipped
an total of 217 tous of ore to the
Sumpter smelter, grading from #40
to #8100 per ton. Thin high grade
ore Is belng take from the new shoot
opened in the main Imperinl  veoin,
Development in the Kagle veln s
nlwo being onrried on.

(COMMINSIONER'S ORDER
ON RESERVE G6RAZING

The order Ivwued by the Interior
department, addressed to Forest Bap
ervisor Terrell, of Bumpter, allowing
onttle to graze on (he Baker City
water shed reserve, regardiog which
80 munh bhas been wsald, ls very re-
stricted in its provisions., Before
any stook I8 allowed to enter the re
serve, a permit must be secured from
Supervinor Terrell.  The following
in the text ot the order, signed by
Commissloner W, A. Riohards:

“On Desember 10, 1904, the De-
partn.ent decided to allow not more
than 400 head of outtleo and horses
to be owned by settlers around sud
neur the borders of the Haker City
Forest Reserve, 10 graze therein from
June lst to October 156, 10006, anad
that all stock +hall be probibited
trom that part of the reserve lyiog
south of the divide bewesn Plue
und Goodrich oreeks on the east
slde of the sumwit of the range of
mountsine whioh furnish water to
Buker City, comprisiog about nine-
teen sectious of lsud; eiso that
part of the reserve cvoveriog the
bheadwatlers of Pole and Wind
oresks ot the west side of the
mountalos, which rurnish water to
Bumpter, ocomprising about three
sections of land.

‘“‘Hy prior decision wll sheep are
prohibited in the rewerve.'

| Will Start Dixde M.

| Zoeth Houser, who was st one time
| United Htates mursbal for Oregou,
but who i vow owner of the Dixle
mine at Quartzburyg, us well as belng
8 beavy stockholder 1 the Btandard,
Is In town today. He spent the boli-
days st bis old home in Pendleton,
snd v en route to the mines ot
Quartzbnurg. He expects to bave the
Dixle stamp will ronning by Javuary
firbt,




